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Presenting a succinct, historically informed introduction to North and South Korea, the second

edition of The Koreas considers the radically different ways these countries have dealt with the

growing challenges of globalization. Since the first editionâ€™s publication, the economic, political,

and social differences have only intensified, making evident the relevancy and importance of

Armstrongâ€™s work, in understanding the Koreas now and in the future. Ultimately, The Koreas is

a crisp, engaging primer of Korea and the Korean people in the contemporary world. This book is

ideal for many courses in a variety of disciplines, including politics, history, international business,

and Asian studies.
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Excellent introduction to a better, richer understanding of the complex history and current setting of

Korea. Armstrong is one of the most authoritative scholars on both North and South Korea and does

a masterful job of covering a great deal of ground using clear, sometimes even graceful, language. I

also like that Armstrong is unafraid to give readers a peek into his own firmly held beliefs, but that

sort of inflection might rub some readers the wrong way (most likely, those who disagree with

Armstrong).
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